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FOREWORD 


Astoria, the birthplace of the Northwest, had its 
beginnings in 1811. In that year, fur traders com- 
missioned by John Jacob Astor sailed from New York 
harbor, around Cape Horn, along the Pacific coast, 
and entered the Columbia River. Their arrival took 
place only nineteen years after Captain Robert Gray 
in his small ship, the Columbia, discovered the river's 
entrance in 1792, and only six years after Lewis and 
Clark completed their astounding overland trip in 
1805. By the 1850s Astoria was a major constal port 
with new houses sprouting in forest clearings on 
every hillside. 


Now, by walking along the early streets, visitors 
can observe the architectural details of century-old 
homes and recreate the scenes of bygone days. 


Many other areas of the city have structures of 
comparable age and interest, but this route has been 
chosen because of its central location and because it 
links three important historical destinations: Flavel 
House Museum, Heritage Museum, and Columbia 
River Maritime Museum. 


In the early days of Astoria, Franklin Avenue, 
originally Wall Street, which comprises most of the 
walking tour, was the first solid street in town with 
mudflats and lapping tidewater edging its lower 
points. 


Between Franklin Avenue and the river, horse- 
drawn vehicles clattered on plank streets bordered by 
business establishments built on piling above the tide- 
flats. The odor of down-town improved greatly with 
the construction of the seawall in 1911 and sandfills 
under the streets and buildings conrpleted in 1916. 


The houses listed are private homes. Only the 
museums at either end of the tour are open to the pub- 
lic. Dates indicate as precisely as possible the year the 
structure was built. Buildings listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places are indicated by NRHP. 
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Walking Tour 


We hope you enjoy present-day 
Astoria and this glimpse into its past 


441 Eighth; 1885: The Flavel House is operat- 
ed as a house museum by Clatsop County 
Historical Society. After serving for 30 years 
as a museum of general exhibits, it was 
restored in 1982 as a stately Victorian home 
with authentic furnishings to represent cul- 
tured living in Astoria a hundred years ago. 
The house, designed by a San Francisco archi- 
tect, was built for Captain George Flavel and 
his wife, Mary Christina Boelling. With its six 
distinctive fireplaces and carved woodwork, it 
is recognized as one of the finest examples of 
Victorian architecture in Oregon. From its 
fourth story cupola, Captain Flavel, sea cap- 
tain, master of his own sailing fleet, and one of 
the first bar pilots licensed by the Oregon 
Territorial Legislature (Jan. 1852), could keep 
watch on his ships. Mrs. Flavel was a promi- 
nent hostess and philanthropist, donating in 
1903 the site and substantial funds for the con- 
struction of the First, Presbyterian church. 
Captain Flavel died in this house in 1893 and 
his wife in 1928. A booklet detailing the fami- 
ly and its mansion is for sale in the museum. 
NRHP 


765 EXCHANGE (SW corner, 8th & Exchange) 
1863: Conrad Boelling residence. The 
Boellings came from Cincinnati, Ohio, by cov- 
ered wagon in 1847, After spending some 
time in the California gold fields, he operated 
a sawmill here later that year. In 1848, he pro- 
vided the building for Astoria's first school, 
located at 9th & Exchange. He was active in 
the organization of local government, serving 
one term as county treasurer. There were 
seven daughters and four sons in the family. 
Daughter Eliza taught in the first school, and 
on March 26, 1854, daughter Mary Christina, 
not quite fourteen, became Mrs. George 
Flavel. 


2.5 Across the street, 817 Exchange, is one of 
the oldest buildings in Astoria. Job Ross built 
the basic structure of cedar in 1852 as his fam- 
ily home. In 1910, it became the Moose 
Temple. From 1948 till 1966, it housed the 
Mormon Church. 


788 Franklin Avenue 


788 Franklin (NW corner, Eighth and 
Franklin) 1884: The house, built and owned by 
Conrad Boelling, became the home of 
Marshall Kinney, who established one of 
Astoria's first fish canneries. Mrs. Kinney 
helped found the Astoria Public Library in 
1892, and was president of the Oregon 
Women's Christian Temperance Union in 
1894. Later, the place became the home of Dr. 
A.A. Finch, often referred to as "a fine baby 
doctor." 


Across Franklin is the site of the early-day 
McClure school, named for Colonel John 
McClure, one of the four white residents of 
Astoria in 1844. The school, built in 1883 at a 
cost of $25,000, housed high school classes on 
its upper floor until the new high school was 
built at 16th & Jerome in 1911. 


584 Eighth; 1885: Built by Conrad Boelling as 
rental property. For some years, it was the 
home of Samuel Elmore, community leader 
and owner of Elmore's cannery. 
Subsequently, he, Marshall Kinney, and others 
merged their operations into the Columbia 
River Packers Association. Later, the Elmore 
family bought the Page-Wilkinson home on 
the NW corner of 14th & Grand, now known 
as Elmore Apartments. 


828 Franklin; 1885: This house, formerly part 
of the corner house, was separated in 1912 to 
provide another Boelling rental. It was occu- 
pied by the Gifford Sutter family. Mrs. Sutter 
was a long-time housekeeper for the Boellings. 
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6.5 Off the tour route, one block up the hill, is 
another home of historic interest. On the northeast 
corner, 818 Grand Avenue, is the house built in 
1879 by Conrad Boelling for his grandson, George 
C. Flavel, who married Wenona Callender, daugh- 
ter of M.P. Callender. Young Flavel worked for his 
father and father-in-law in their extensive shipping 
interests (See Item 59), NRHP 


959 Franklin; c1920: This house was moved 
from Bond Street when hillside slippage 
occurred in 1954. It stood across the street 
from its present location until 1979 when the 
Daily Astorian excavated the site to expand its 
parking lot. Raising the 11/2 story house and 
adding two floors underneath presented a 
major challenge to the contractor. 


960 Franklin; ¢1878: Built by Captain Eric 
Johnson, bar pilot. Later, the home of L.A. 
Larson, painting contractor, also talented 
organist and vocalist. He organized the 
Laerkin Male Chorus, a Scandinavian singing 
society whose sangerfests delighted 
Northwest audiences. Branches are still active 
in Portland and Seattle. 


984 Franklin; c1909: Built by Archibald 
McLean, shoe store owner, who married Irena 
Johnson, "the girl next door.” 


989 Franklin Avenue 


989 Franklin; c1870: May be home of newspa- 
per man, Dewitt Clinton Ireland, who in 1873 
founded the Tri-Weekly Astorian, now the Daily 
Astorian. Prominent in civic affairs, he became 
mayor on an anti-vice platform in 1876 and 
again in 1880. Before settling in Astoria, he 
visited here, purchasing the press and type of 
the Marine Gazette which he barged up the 
river to Oregon City, where he founded the 
Oregon City Enterprise, in 1866. The house later 
became the home of the McCroskeys, carpen- 
ters and electricians. They built the house next 
door, up the hill, as their later home. (Read 
Tetlow, The Astorian). 


1010 Franklin; 1920: This house was built by 
Walter Kallunki, owner. of Kallunki's Dry 
Goods Store on Bond Street. When that area 
was threatened by the mudslide of 1954, the 
house was moved to its present location. 


1030 Franklin; 1909: Francis Apartments was 
built by Lucas Franetovich, owner of early 
Liberty Grill. The structure, named for his 
son, was once considered the most elegant 
apartment house in Astoria. 


1076 Franklin; 1916: The Methodist Church 
was established in Astoria in 1840 when the 
Rev. Jason Lee, superintendent of the 
Methodist Mission on the Willamette River, 
sent the Rev. John H. Frost to work among the 
coastal Indians. Cornerstone of the present 
building was laid October 16, 1916. Parking 
lot across the street was the site of early-day, 
four-story hotel, known first as Daggett 
House, later the Tighe, and still later the 
Arlington. 


13.5 Just beyond the parking lot, 1140 
Franklin was designed by noted Astoria archi- 
tect John E. Wicks in 1905 for Earl Fisher, son 
of Ferdinand Fisher (See #18). After that it 
became the residence and music studio of 
Leonard and Elizabeth Smither. Wicks also 
designed the Christian Science Church in 1951 
(SE corner 11th & Franklin). 


656, 674, 690 Eleventh; 1895: The houses were 
built by the Warren Investment Company of 
which D.K. Warren, founder of Warrenton, 
and Judge Charles Page, early mayor of 
Astoria, were members. ‘The third house (690) 
was purchased in 1903 by Henry Hoefler, 
candy maker. He developed the recipe for the 
famous Centennial chocolates and other 
Hoefler candies which later achieved national 
distribution. NRHP 
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1103 Grand; 1903: First Presbyterian Church, 
established in Astoria in 1877 with the first 
service held in a schoolhouse in east Astoria. 
The first building was erected in 1883 on what 
is now 9th & Duane. The Capt. George Flavel 
family and heirs donated the present site and 
substantial funds for the construction of the 
church building in 1903 and the education 
annex facing Eleventh Street in 1937. 


1103 Grand Avenue 


1135 Grand; 1903: Built by Captain John W. 
Babbidge, owner of the river steamer R. Miler 
which carried freight and passengers to and 
from ports on either side of the Columbia 
River, with schedules depending on the tides. 
Babbidge brought ironwood around the Horn 
in sailing ships for woodwork in the house, 
the front of which features important leaded 
and stained glass panels. Judge J.A. 
Buchanan, first president of Astoria Kiwanis 
Club and composer of the state song, Oregon, 
My Oregon, lived here during the 1920s. 


1167 Grand; 1885: Built by the Rev. Thomas A. 
Hyland, first priest of Grace Episcopal 
Church, to be his personal home upon his 
retirement. He died in 1904 and is buried at 
Clatsop Plains Pioneer Cemetery. Some of the 
woodwork in the house js hardwood with the 
Stair rail of mahogany supported by a 7.5 foot 
carved mahogany newel post. 
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1167 Grand Avenue 


687 Twelfth; 1883: The Fisher family home 
was built by two brothers, Augustus C. and 
Ferdinand, who established Fisher Brothers 
chandlery, hardware and grocery store. In 
1903, the Fishers became the owners of the 
first automobile in Astoria. The house was the 
home of Judge Guy Boyington and family 
during the 1930s. Later it became WWII apart- 
ments; now being restored as a one-family 
home. NRHP 


18.5 692 12th; 1923: Architect John E. Wicks 
hastily designed this hall for the Improved 
Order of Red Men after their first hall, which 
he designed in 1905 (his first year in Astoria), 
burned in the great fire of Dec. 8, 1922. For 
many years it was home to Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. Since 1986 it has served the 
Church of Christ. 


666 Twelfth; 1895: Built by Louis Wilson and 
wife Augusta Fisher Wilson, it was made into 
a two-flat dwelling c. 1908. 


591 Twelfth; 1895: (NW corner 12th & 
Franklin) Home of the Louis Kirchhoff family, 
randparents of Dr. Dorothy Johanson, pro- 
essor emeritus of Reed College and widely 
known author and historian. The building 
later became YWCA_ headquarters, then 
Knights of Columbus Hall, now owned by 
Peace Lutheran Church and functioning as a 
day-care center. 
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20.5 One block north, on the SE corner of 12th & 
Exchange, is the YMCA building, 1916. It sur- 
vived the catastrophic fire of December 8, 1922, 
and was used as emergency relief headquarters. 
The fire leveled 35 square blocks of the downtown 
area. In 1988, the YMCA dissolved and the build- 
ing was sold to Lewis and Clark Christian 
Academy. 


1229 Franklin; 1870: Built by John Quincy 
Adams Bowlby, Astoria attorney and Clatsop 
County judge. 


1243 Franklin Avenue 


1243 Franklin; 1895: The long-time home of 
Miss Nellie Wilson, whose mother was a 
member of the Fisher family. Children of the 
neighborhood loved to visit her and her par- 
tot. The house later became the home of 
County Judge T.S. Cornelius, for whose par- 
ents the town of Cornelius, Oregon, was 
named, His blind son, Barney, was a broom 
maker. During his tenure of office, the judge 
initiated the establishment of Bradley State 
Park on Highway 30. 


1263 Franklin; 1955: This house stands on the 
site of the former Irving Stevens home. (See 
Items 26 and 31.) In 1859, Stevens and Sam 
Sweeney purchased the steamer Leviathan in 
Victoria and ran her between Astoria and 
Portland. In 1871, Stevens was certified as a 
Columbia River bar pilot. 


1278 Franklin; 1896: Remodeled and extended 
in 1917 by Capt. Peter Jordan for his daughter, 
Ada, and her husband, Henry Skibbe, son of 
Capt. Max Skibbe. 


1294 Franklin; 1892: Built by Will Joplin, a 
member of the family which founded Joplin, 
Missouri. In 1903, it became the home of 
Captain Peter Jordan, who with Melville 
Callender and Capt. Skibbe founded 
Callender Navigation Co. One of their ves- 
sels, the steamer Gleaner, capsized off Tongue 
Point in 1888, 


25.5 Notice the contours of bricks showing 
beneath the blacktopping of the street on this 
incline. Tradition reports that traffic tempers 
flared when automobiles began to compete 
with horse-drawn vehicles for right-of-way on 
the graveled streets. The city fathers provided 
the diplomatic solution; they decreed that a 
brick strip should be laid down the center for 
the horses, with the paved strip on either side 
for the cars. Franklin Avenue was thus paved 
in 1916. 


1289 Franklin; 1910: The home of George 
Stevens, civil engineer; son of Irving Stevens 
and grandson of Charles Stevens (See Item 31). 
His wife Alma was the daughter of Eric 
Johnson and sister of Mrs. Archibald McLean 
(See Items 8 & 9). (These relationships are 
noted to show that early families continued to 
live in close contact during the development 
of early Astoria). The house was restored in 
1966. 


1313 Franklin; 1923: Built by Charles Brown 
after he lost his fortune in the big fire of 1922. 
He and his wife operated a small grocery store 
here. 


1320 Franklin; 1909: Dr. Alfred C, Kinney, 
physician, started the construction of this 
building (John E. Wicks, architect) planning to 
use the first floor for a clinic with his dentist 
son and the upper floors for the family resi- 
dence; but due to a series of misfortunes, he 
was unable to complete it. The building stood 
unfinished, inhabited only by myriads of 
pigeons, until 1917, when two local business- 
men, John Gratke and Alex Karsun, completed 
the building as the Home Apartments, Gratke 
was manager of the Astoria Evening Budget. 
His son, Charles, assistant editor of the 
Christian Science Monitor, was killed in a plane 
crash while on a news assignment overseas. 
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1337 Franklin; 1852: The oldest house in 
Astoria and one of the oldest in Oregon. River 
pilot Capt. Hiram Brown, who came to 
Astoria in 1850, built the west portion of this 
home in Adairville (East Astoria) in 1852. In 
1862, he barged the house down the river to 
12th & Franklin, which was then a backwater 
of the Columbia, then had it drawn on log 
rollers to its present location, and the addition 
was attached to the east portion already built. 
Upon the death of Capt. Brown in 1898, his 
son Charles and wife occupied the house. 
Later it became the Chisholm boarding house, 
After several years of vacancy, the house was 
authentically restored in 1964. (See picture on 
back cover.) 


1370 Franklin; 1892: Built for the John P. 
Dickinson family from Virginia. Dickinson 
became deputy county clerk. Daughter Helen 
was a long-time first grade teacher in Astoria. 
Another daughter Lou was the wife of Dr. 
Alfred C. Kinney (Item 28). Daughter Fanny 
became Mrs. Brenham Van Dusen. The pre- 
sent bungalow styling is the result of the 1913 
remodeling which enlarged the building to 
seven apartments. It is now being restored as 
a one-family home. 


1388 Franklin; 1867: Home of Charles Stevens 
(1813-1900), Oregon Trail pioneer of 1852. He 
was a book shop proprietor, city recorder, and 
in 1873 became treasurer of the county chapter 
of the American Bible Society. He wrote poet- 
ty and voluminous letters, some of which 
have been printed in the Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, Vol. 38. One letter dated May 28, 
1873, states, "The Town is at work grading the 
street just at the corner of our houses and 
towards the Welches..." (the present Franklin 
Avenue towards 15th Street). His wife and 
daughters operated a boarding house here. 
Daughter Esther became Mrs. Hiram Brown, 
living at 1337 Franklin. The Browns built the 
house at 1393 Franklin for their daughter, 
Annie Page, and the house just north of the 
Stevens’ house (577 14th Street) for daughter 
Ida Mitchell in 1895. Thus seven homes span- 
ning three generations of the Stevens-Brown 
families were located within a block of one 
another. NRHP 


1393 Franklin; 1879; Built by Capt. Hiram 
Brown as a wedding gift to his daughter 
Annie when she married Judge Charles H. 
Page. Judge Page served as mayor of Astoria, 
1888-1890. Later the house became the home 
of Charles Houston, building contractor who 


remodeled the building in 1903, detaching the 
south wing, and moving it to the end of the 
lot, where it still stands as a separate dwelling 
(634 14th). Wife Nell was Regatta queen in 
1904. Astoria Business College was located 
here in 1932-42, when the house was then 
made into five World War II apartments. 
After years of disuse, it was restored in 1966. 
NRHP 


1410 Franklin; 1877: George Warren, whose 
wife was Frances Stevens, had started to build 
this house when he was killed in a logging 
accident. In 1879, the widow married I.W. 
Case, president of the IW. Case bank and 
third mayor of Astoria, who completed the 
building. After widower Case died in 1895, it 
became a boarding house. Its most notable 
tenant was bank officer Oswald West in 1902; 
eight years later he was elected governor of 
Oregon. City councilman Thomas and Sophie 
Davies owned the house for many years and 
built the Franklin Apartments east of their 
house. From 1917 to 1955, Dr. and Mrs. RJ. 
Pilkington lived here. The doctor was in 
charge of the ship quarantine service. Since 
then, it became successively an antique shop, 
the home of an artist, and the home of the high 
school principal. 


33.5 The lawn between the Franklin Apartments 
(1918) and the Stratford Apartments (1921) is the 
location of the home of Dr. Bethenia Owens-Adair, 
pioneer woman doctor. The house burned in 1965. 
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FURTHER READING J 


To help you delve more deeply into Astoria’s 
rich history, my booklet, History of Astoria, 
7811-1900, and downtown walking tours by 
Bruce Berney are available for purchase at 
museums and certain shops in the city. 


Additional information about many items in 
this book may be found in the collections of 
Astoria Public Library, 450 Tenth Street, and 
in CUMTUX, quarterly magazine of the 
Clatsop County Historical Society. Single 
copies are sold at the Heritage Museum, 1618 


Exchange Street. 
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636 Fourteenth (SE corner of 14th & Franklin); 
1902: Built by banker Frank Patton. In 1951, 
the building was expanded and became the 
convent for Holy Names Sisters operating Star 
of the Sea School. The house was remodeled 
in 1984 when it became The Rosebriar, 
Astoria's first bed & breakfast inn. 


1510 Franklin; 1910: Built for Chris Schmidt, 
cannery owner, who also had fish canneries in 
New York City and Hamburg, Germany. The 
land had been successively owned by John 
Shively, James Welch, and George and Ellen 
Cherry. In 1937, the place was purchased by 
Albert E. Engbretson, director, Oregon State 
College Extension Service, developer of grass 
seeds, and owner of a wholesale seed compa- 
ny. 


1526 Franklin; 1920: Home of Dr. Charles W. 
Barr, dentist. He later left Astoria to practice 
in Honolulu. Son Charles, a physician, was 
killed in an auto accident when making a 
night call. 


1546 Franklin; 1870: Home of the Charles 
Heilborn family. He was pioneer furniture 
dealer and county treasurer who died in 1903. 
In 1904, it became the home of George Nelson, 
whose wife, Eleanor, was daughter of Captain 
Gust Holmes (See Item 70). Nelson was a 
ship's chandler, selling supplies to ships in 
port. 


1555 Franklin; 1885: Grace Episcopal Church, 
the oldest church building in Astoria. The rec- 
tory was built in 1923, NRHP 


1572 Franklin; 1922: The Masonic Temple was 
built on the site of the Colonel James Taylor 
mansion, which was moved to Exchange 
Street (See item 64). The Masonic Lodge was 
organized in Astoria, June 13, 1854. 


1583 Franklin; 1868: Built by Capt. John 
Lawler, marine engineer. Wife Margaret was 
great-aunt of late historian Marshall Leathers. 


1589 Franklin; 1908: Built for Henry Sherman 
and wife Lorrie Wirt, pioneer Clatsop Plains 
family. Sherman, born in Prussia, owned the 
Sherman Transfer Stables located on 
Commercial between 9th & 10th streets where 
he kept an elegant assortment of horses and 
carriages for hire. 


1555 Franklin Avenue 


41.5 House south of the Sherman house, 637 16th 
Street, was the first rectory of Grace Episcopal 
Church. It was occupied by the Rev. William 
Seymour Short in 1887. NRHP 


Corner of Sixteenth and Franklin: This struc- 
ture served Trinity Lutheran Church for 36 
years. Holy Names Convent and Academy, 
built on the corner in 1896, was destroyed by 
fire in February 1923. Trinity bought the site 
in 1930 and held its first service in the new 
structure on Christmas morning 1938. In 
November 1974, it merged with the Zion con- 
gregation to form Peace Lutheran Church, 
ELCA (12th & Exchange). Both buildings 
were designed by John E. Wicks, A.LA. 


The Trinity structure was acquired in 1976 by 
Clatsop Community College for use as a per- 
forming arts center. The 300 seat auditorium 
now serves the college and the community for 
concerts, lectures, and dramatic productions. 


The present parking lot is the site of the former 
home of Judge Frank J. Taylor, son of Col. 
James Taylor. The Judge was the victim of one 
of Astoria's most famous murder cases when 
on September 14, 1913, he was shot while 
walking along Commercial Street. The 
assailant, husband of a woman earlier granted 
a divorce, was eventually hanged. 
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1642 Franklin Avenue; c1925; Home of James 
Lovell, who with partner, James Welch (Item 
31) owned Scow Bay Iron and Brass Works 
later Astoria Foundry. Scow Bay, east of 17th, 
was so named because scows brought wheat 
from eastern Oregon to load sailing ships in 
the bay. 


43.5 1684 Franklin Avenue; c1900: James 
Lovell lived here from 1915 to 1924. On Dec. 
29, 1916, he and his housekeeper were robbed 
at gunpoint by two itinerent painters who 
were later sentenced to the state penitentiary. 
Son Sherman Lovell established Lovell Auto 
Co. in 1910 when the car population of Astoria 
totaled eight. The Lovell family sold the busi- 
ness in 1994. 


1681 Franklin; 1870: Built for Brenham Van 
Dusen, son of Adam Van Dusen, whose fami- 
ly home was located on the present site of 
Clatsop Care Center. Until fourth generation 
Van Dusens sold their insurance business in 
1975, theirs was the oldest business west of the 
Rockies in continuous: family ownership. 
Current Mayor Willis Van Dusen is a descen- 
dant. 


44.5 674 Seventeenth; 1896: Henry H. Ingalls 
(1868-1930), son of pioneer family of Clatsop 
Plains was an employee of Foard & Stokes. In 
1900 he went to Portland, but in 1904 he 
moved to Warrenton where, with Richard 
Warren, he invested in a grocery store. His 
aunt Mary Ingalls was the first white girl 
born in Astoria. This house was converted to 
apartments following the downtown fire of 
1922. Restored as one-family home in 1975. 


690 Seventeenth; 1892: Built for Martin Foard, 
co-owner of Foard and Stokes Mercantile and 
Furniture Store. The home was purchased in 
1910 by B.F. Stone, executive for Elmore 
Packing Co. By 1982, the house belonged to 
the granddaughter of B.F. Stone. It was then 
purchased by Melissa Yowell of San Francisco, 
the great-granddaughter of Martin & Lilli 
Foard. The inspired paint colors were pictured 
in America’s Painted Ladies: The Ultimate 
Celebration of Our Victorians. NRHP 


1711 Grand; 1890: Home of George W. 
Sanborn, cannery owner where in 1911 he 
worked with American Can Company to 
install the first sanitary can packing machin- 
ery in the salmon industry. The house 


appears in the book Daughters of Painted Ladies. 


1711 Grand Avenue 


1687 Grand; 1880: The home of John Henry 
Dix Gray, son of W.H. Gray, who came to 
Oregon in 1836 with pioneer missionary, Dr. 
Marcus Whitman. J.H.D. Gray was born in 
Lapwai, Idaho, the second white boy born 
west of the Rockies. He moved with his fam- 
ily to Clatsop Plains; later became riverboat 
captain, state senator, and county judge. He 
died in this house in 1902. Constructed large- 
ly of cedar, it remains as it was built, except 
for a portion of the south wing and a side 
porch, which was salvaged from the James 
Welch house when it was razed. NRHP 


1661 Grand; 1886: The home of Albert W, 
Ferguson, pioneer architect and builder who, 
with his son, James, constructed some of the 
outstanding buildings in early Astoria, includ- 
ing the Gray house next door. A son, Fidello, 
was the first printer for the Astorian. There 
were other sons, Edward and Hope, and 
daughter Ada. The house was built according 
to plans published by A.J. Bicknell, New York, 
1873. An outstanding feature is the mahogany 
staircase which spirals from the reception hall 
to the third floor, down which brides of the 
Ferguson family made impressive entrances. 
Restoration was begun in 1975 by Roger 
Tetlow, author of The Astorian. NRHP 


1643 Grand; 1892: The home of John Griffin 
and his wife Ada Ferguson. Griffin owned a 
large bookstore at 11th & Commercial. Later, 
with brother-in-law, Edward Ferguson, he 
established the Astoria Abstract Company, 
now Key Title Co. The house was restored in 
1973, NRHP 
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1625 Grand; 1905: Home of f£, 
insurance man. In 1918 the house 
Albin W. Norblad, Astoria attorney and state 
senator who became Governor of Oregon in 
1929. In 1919, as senator, he introduced legis- 
lation creating the Oregon Coast. highway, 
His son, A. Walter Norblad, was US. 


Congressman from this district from 1946 
until his death in 1965, NRHP 


Pe Noonan, 
Was sold to 


1607 Grand; 1906: First resident was probably 
Adrian Hughes, engineer on the steam tug 
Wallula which was active in aiding ships in 
distress on the Columbia River bar. 


51.5 Two blocks up Sixteenth is Clatso; 
Community College which utilizes the site 
and two buildings of Astoria's early high 
ecool Towler Hall, 1911, and Patriot Hall, 
1923, 


1588 Grand; 1896: Philip A. Stokes home. 
Stokes owned a large clothing store on the site 
of the present First Interstate Bank. He was 
the brother of Frank Stokes, partner in Foard 
& Stokes Mercantile, and uncle of the late Ted 
Stokes, local author. The house was also long- 
time home of Sam Gordon, manager of First 
National Bank. 


1588 Grand Avenue 


1574 Grand; 1895: The Ebenezer Tallant home. 
He was co-owner of the Tallant-Grant fish 
cannery located on the river front in west 
Astoria. Daughter Louise in 1900 was the 
fourth queen of the Astoria Regatta which was 
started in 1894 and is now the oldest commu- 
nity festival in Oregon, Her sister Harriet was 
crowned in 1907. A notable feature of the 
house is the hanging turret on its northeast 
corner which may be viewed from 16th street. 
Now a bed & breakfast inn. 


1573 Grand; 1885: Built by John Welch, son of 
pioneer James Welch who owned most of the 
land up to Coxcomb Hill. Jn 1908, the Laurin 
family purchased the place. They owned the 
Eagle Drug Store on the corner of 8th & 
Commercial. 


1465 Grand; 1902: St. Mary's Catholic Church. 
Father Demers established a Catholic mission 
in Astoria in 1840. In 1874, Archbishop 
Blanchet authorized the building of the first 
church, which was later demolished for the 
present structure. The steeple was a landmark 
for sailing ships which entered the Columbia 
River as late as 1941. The rectory between the 
church and Star of the Sea school was built in 
1904, 


55.4 The first rectory is located a half block up the 
street at 792 15th. It was originally a stable for the 
Welch home; its first residents were Father Arthur 
Lane, grandson of Oregon's first territorial gover- 
nor, for whom Lane County was named. The front 
of the house was rebuilt in 1985 following a devas- 
tating fire. 


836 Fifteenth Street 
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55.7 836 Fifteenth; 1883: Just beyond the first rec- 
tory is the fine old house built for Peter Cherry, 
British consul when Astoria was a port of entry. 
Later, he and his four sons established extensive 
shipping interests. Mrs. Cherry was a grand- 
daughter of Conrad Boelling and a niece of Mrs. 
George Flavel, After many years of neglect, the 
house was restored in 1967 by Robert Chopping, 
Astoria mayor, 1974-1982, NRHP 


698 Fifteenth; c1885: This house originally 
stood on the corner of 14th & Franklin, moved 
here when the Patton house was built (Item 
34). It became the rental property of Father 
Leopold Dieleman, pastor of St. Mary's from 
1879 to 1900. Later, it was the residence of 
Thomas L. Ball, dentist, and wife Almira, 
whose fuchsias made it one of the showplaces 
intown. Restored in 1976. 


672 Fifteenth; 1880: This was rental property 
of Father Dieleman, who invested his inheri- 
tance from Belgium in property in Astoria, 
which he later bequeathed to Holy Names 
Sisters of Star of the Sea school. 


1472 Grand, 695, 685, 675, 665, 659 Fifteenth; 
1906: The six houses were built for investment 
by Alexandre Gilbert who had large real estate 
holdings in both Astoria and Seaside. He was 
a French immigrant who established a whole- 
sale and retail liquor business in Astoria in 
1882. He served as French consul and became 
the first treasurer of the Port of Astoria. He 
moved his family to Seaside in 1898, where he 
became mayor and did much to establish 
Seaside as a resort town. 


627 Fifteenth; 1901: Second home of George C. 
and Wenona Callender Flavel (Item 6.5) Now 
owned by the fourth generation of the Flavel 
family. NRHP 


591 Fifteenth; 1910: The house was built for 
Herman Zaph, pioneer furniture dealer, who 
later sold it to George Mice. In 1925, Alex 


Karsun, clothier (Item 28), purchased it for his 
family home. The first Methodist Church was 
built on this site in 1853. It measured 26 by 40 
feet and cost $1,600. 


550 Fifteenth: Site of the first U.S. post office 
west of the Rockies. In 1843, John H. Shively, 
first postmaster, operated it in his home. 
Postal rates were 40 cents per letter from 
Oregon Territory to "the States.". The house, 
after a long period of vacancy, was burned by 
a civic improvement club in 1914 as part of a 
downtown clean-up project. The site was 
given to the City of Astoria in 1966 by Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Ross who also provided the granite 
obelisk. 


Fifteenth and Exchange; 1811: Site of Fort 
Astoria. Astoria began when John Jacob 
Astor's ship, the Tonquin, dropped anchor on 
April 14, 1811, and crewmen started construc- 
tion of Fort Astoria on what was then the bank 
of the Columbia River. Log footings of the 
original buildings were unearthed in 1931 
during excavation for the hospital. Others 
were found at present street intersection (See 
green lines painted in street). The park area 
and representation of one of the Fort's bastions 
were developed in 1956. Japan's first English 
teacher, Ranald MacDonald, was born at the 
Fort in 1824. His parents were Archibald 
McDonald, factor of Hudson's Bay Co. and 
Princess Raven, daughter of Chinook Chief 
Comcomly. NRHP 


Northeast Corner: This is the site of the Wells 
Fargo office, located strategically near the old 
post office. The first hospital established here 
in 1889 by Providence Sisters of Charity was in 
the former Arigoni Hotel. The present build- 
ing was constructed in 1931. It was St. Mary's 
Hospital until it was sold to the (Lutheran) 
Columbia Memorial Hospital in 1977. In 1981, 
the remodeled structure reopened as The 
Owens-Adair, providing apartments for the 
elderly. Its name honors Dr. Bethenia Owens- 
Adair (1840-1926), first woman doctor in 
Oregon (See item 33.5). 
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1543 Exchange; c1885: The fro: 


Chalet Apartments is a portion of 

the 
Col, James Taylor mansion moved sare! 
present site of the Masonic Temple. The back 


portion, much older, is the former home of 


August Shamburger, brewer, The Taylor 
house Was once one of Astoria’s finest homes 


nt portion of the 


1585 Exchange; 1891: John Devlin, bookkeep- 
er for Hume Bros. cannery, purchased Capt 
Merriman's little house in 1885. Soon he 
established his own cannery over the Astoria 
waterfront. To celebrate his success, he had 
the old house moved south to the adjoining 
lot where it still stands and built this one for 
$9,000. It features an elegant entrance hall, 
stairs and tiled fireplaces. Devlin's cannery 
workers carried revolvers going to and from 
work to protect themselves from being shang- 
haied by runners from sailing ships, who 
would grab men from woods, farms, and 
streets to deliver them for a fee to nefarious 
captains. 


1618 Exchange; 1905: This building houses the 
museum and archives of Clatsop County 
Historical Society. On July 4, 1905, the struc- 
ture was dedicated as the Astoria City Hall, 
also housing the city library. During World 
War IL, it became the USO, serving thousands 
of military men stationed at Army, Navy, and 
Coast Guard stations in and near Astoria. 
From 1962 to 1982, it was the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum. When the museum moved 
to its new home three blocks away, CCHS 
bought the building to serve as its general his- 
tory museum, thus permitting the restoration 
of Flavel House as an authentic Victorian 
home. The Society also operates the 
Uppertown Fire Station Museum on week- 
ends. NRHP 


1792 Marine Drive; 1982: Columbia River 
Maritime Museum was dedicated on May 11, 
1982, to preserve the rich maritime history of 
the Northwest. It is widely acclaimed as one 
of the outstanding maritime museums In the 
nation. The project was the dream of the late 
Rolf Klep, nationally recognized illustrator, 
historian, and native Astorian. Under his 
direction through the years, and with the ded- 
ication of many local citizens, the dream 
became a reality, financed completely by pri- 
vate contributions totaling more than $2.75 
million. Located on the riverfront and sur- 
rounded by the museum park, the building 


measures 120' by 310, with its striking roofline 
simulating waves. It is one of the largest pub- 
lic, all-timber structures in Oregon. 


Alongside the museum park lies one of the 
museum's most important artifacts, the 
Lightship Columbia. Built in East Boothbay, 
Maine, in 1950, it served for 30 years at the 
mouth of the Columbia River, coming to its 
present location in 1980. Admission to the 
museum includes an optional tour of the light- 
ship. 


This ends your walking tour of one of 

the old sections of Astoria. We re 

ES will return often to enjoy the 
eauty and history of this area. 


Other Astoria homes of 
distinguished historic interest 
at locations beyond the 
walking tour. 


469 Bond; 1863: The Hobson House remained in 
continuous ownership by that family until 1996. 
The house, built entirely of Port Orford cedar, 
was the home of John Hobson, pioneer from 
England in 1843, who came west with the “Great 
Migration” wagon train led by Marcus Whitman 
and Jesse Applegate. NRHP 


3652 Duane Avenue 
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3652 Duane; 1888: The Be: 
was the residence of four enerations 

Young family with the Ds Eldved ane 
Young Waffle as the second 8eneration, and 
their daughter Josephine Waffle Swanson, and 
her husband, Harry, and children as the third 
and fourth generations, The house passed out 
of family occupancy with the deaths of 
Josephine in 1981 “and Harry in 1985, 
Benjamin Young, early-day salmon Packer, 
built his house on the original bank of the 
Columbia River. The house, grounds, and car- 
tiage house have been carefully maintained, 
being widely recognized as an outstanding 
example of Queen Anne architecture. NRHP 


682 Thirty-fourth; 1890: Built by fish cannery 
owner Gustav Holmes on what was then 
known as Holmes Hill (Item 37). The house 
continued in family ownership until 1960 
when it was purchased and restored by the 
president of Clatsop County Historical 
Society. NRHP 


njamin Young house 


682 34th Street 


934 Irving; 1889: Built by J-H. Man eo, 
public, realtor and insurance agent. exten 
the house was sold to John Gea aot 
inspector. Later it became the ie Mites 
parsonage, occupied by the Rev. da 
family. In 1916, it became the ape che 
Anna Fulton who rented oe naar 
until 1936 when she sold ae 0 

Waisanen, owner of Ed’s Toggery: 


ave 
SONNOA 


vienniod 


The Captain Hiram 
Frown House (No.29) 


Other local ristory booklets 
of interest: 
A Brief History of Astoria, Oregon, 
1811-1900 


The Astors & Astoria 


Captain’s Walking Tour 
of Downtown Astoria, 


Tour A & Tour B 
Commercial Street 


Pilot’s Walking Tour 
of Downtown Astoria, 
Tour C & Tour D 
Marine Drive and Duane Street 


